
1 
 

AFRICAN UNION 

 

AFRICAN UNION 

 

Unnāo AFRICANA 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, B. P: 3243 Tel.: (251-11) 5513 822 Fax: (251-11) 5519 321 

E-Mail: SituationRoom@africa-union.org 

 

 
ATMIS hands over newly constructed police station at Jowhar Airport in Hirshabelle State 

  
JOWHAR, June 22, 2022 – The African Union Transition Mission in Somalia (ATMIS), on Wednesday, 
handed over a newly constructed police station at Jowhar Airport in Hirshabelle State, to bolster 
security at the facility, and improve delivery of service to the community.  
 
The police station, constructed by ATMIS as part of its Quick Impact Projects (QIPs), was built with 
funding from the Government of India. 
 
The new facility was handed by the Deputy Head of ATMIS, Fiona Lortan, to the Hirshabelle State 
Minister of Security Mohamed Abdirahman Kheyre at a colourful ceremony attended by senior 
ATMIS and Hirshabelle State officials. 
 
In her remarks, Ms. Lortan noted that the new police station will enhance security as well as boost 
the economy in the region, and is in line with the Somali Transition Plan. 
 
“This is part of the ATMIS mandate whereby we are supposed to assist the Somali Security Forces to 
take over full control of security by 2024. This is a key part in that process, as handing over the 
infrastructure will have a long-lasting legacy. It will allow Somalis to build on this police station to 
ensure that they can provide security for the airport, which is a very important infrastructure, both 
for security purposes as well as for the economy,” Ms. Lortan added. 
 
The police station, which consists of several offices, a holding cell, and an ablution block, will provide 
decent office space for the police to discharge their duties, thereby increasing their morale to serve 
the community.  
  
Present at the handover was the ATMIS Police Commissioner, Assistant Inspector General of Police 
(AIGP) Augustine Magnus Kailie, and Hirshabelle State Deputy Police Commander, Col. Hassan 
Mohamed Ibrahim. 
  
Ms. Lortan noted that the new police station is one of the numerous projects that have been 
implemented across the country, among them a police station constructed earlier at Beledweyne 
Airport. 
 
Hirshabelle Minister of Security, Mohamed Abdirahman Kheyre, said the facility will greatly improve 
policing in Hirshabelle. He urged the police to take care of the facility and diligently serve the public. 
 
“This is part of our plans to enhance security of airports in Hirshabelle State, this is the second airport 
to receive such support of a new police station. Now we have a new police station which will go a 
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long way in resolving security challenges within and outside the airport, as well as tackle crime,” 
Minister Kheyre said.  
 
On his part, ATMIS Police Commissioner AIGP Kailie praised the SPF in Hirshabelle State for their 
dedication, and reiterated the commitment of ATMIS to continue working closely with the Somali 
Police Force to restore peace and stability. 
 
“The mandate of ATMIS is to capacitate the Somali Police Force individually, and infrastructurally. 
This is one of the executions of our mandate in building the infrastructural capacity of the Somali 
Police Force,” AIGP Kailie said. 
 
The handover was crowned with a tree planting exercise to beautify the airport, and at the same 
time help conserve the environment. 
 
Hirshabelle State Deputy Police Commander, Col. Hassan Mohamed Ibrahim said the new facility is 
timely given that the police previously had no offices to operate from. He thanked ATMIS for the 
support, noting that the gesture will go a long way in motivating the forces. 
 
“This is the first time for this airport to have a police station. This police station will serve all 
populations within the airport and outside, including nearby villages and even displaced people living 
close by. We hope this station will improve the security of this area, and we are now informing people 
in Jowhar they can access police services here. They no longer need to trek for long hours like they 
used to do before,” Col. Ibrahim said. 
  
ATMIS QIPs are typically small-scale projects that are primarily structured to help address the basic 
needs of local populations in Somalia. In the past, the Mission has constructed schools, markets, 
boreholes, and water wells in Hirshabelle to help improve the lives of the local population.  
 
Also in attendance was the ATMIS Sector 5 Commander, Brig. Gen. Ndizigiye, ATMIS Senior Civil 
Affairs Officer and Head of Stabilisation and Early Recovery, Dr. Opiyo Ododa, ATMIS Police Reforms, 
Restructuring and Development Coordinator, ACP Maxwell Chikunguru, as well as other ATMIS and 
Hirshabelle officials. 
 
 

 


